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Malaysia Political Crisis
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"Sovereign Over Us"

5

Your plans are still to prosper

You have not forgotten us

You're with us in the fire and 
the flood

You're faithful forever

Perfect in love

You are sovereign over us

Even what the enemy means      
for evil

You turn it for our good

You turn it for our good and        
for Your glory

Even in the valley, You are faithful

You're working for our good

You're working for our good and 
for Your glory
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Psalm 33 (ESV)

1 Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! Praise 

befits the upright. 

5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of 

the steadfast love of the LORD. 

6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

and by the breath of His mouth all their host. 

7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; He puts 

the deeps in storehouses. 

8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants 

of the world stand in awe of Him
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Psalm 33

10 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to 

nothing; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. 

11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the 

plans of His heart to all generations. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 
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13  The LORD looks down from heaven;         

He sees all the children of man; 

14 from where He sits enthroned He looks out 

on all the inhabitants of the earth, 

15 He who fashions the hearts of them all and 

observes all their deeds. 

Psalm 33 (ESV)
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16  The king is not saved by his great army; 

a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 

17  The war horse is a false hope for salvation, 

and by its great might it cannot rescue. 

Psalm 33 (ESV)
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18 Behold, the eye of the LORD 
is on those who fear Him, 
on those who hope in His steadfast love, 
19 that He may deliver their soul from death                
and keep them alive in famine. 
20 Our soul waits for the LORD; 
He is our help and our shield. 
21 For our heart is glad in Him,                           
because we trust in His holy name. 
22 Let your steadfast love, O LORD,                      
be upon us, even as we hope in You.

Psalm 33 (ESV)
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Prayer is 

putting 

oneself in 

the hands 

of God
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Knowing God, J.I. Packer, 

13
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Knowing God, J.I. Packer, 
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Knowing God, J.I. Packer, 
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Knowing God, J.I. Packer, 

16
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What were we made for? 
To know God.

What aim should we set ourselves in life? 

What is the ‘eternal life’ that Jesus gives? 

Knowledge of God cf. John 17:3

To know God.

Purpose
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Hosea 6:6 (ESV) 
6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,     

the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 (ESV) 
23 Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in 
his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, 
let not the rich man boast in his riches, 
24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who 
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 
earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.”
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To know vs 

to know about
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To know God vs 

to be known by God
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Exodus 33:1-2  (ESV)

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Leave this place, you 

and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up 

to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 

2 I will send an angel before you and drive out the 

Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and 

Jebusites. 

3 Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. 

But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-

necked people and I might destroy you on the way.” 
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Exodus 33:1-2  (ESV)

1 The LORD said to Moses, "Depart; go up from here, you 

and the people whom you have brought up out of the land 

of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob, saying, 'To your offspring I will give it.’ 

2 I will send an angel before you, and I will drive out the 

Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 

Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; 

but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on 

the way, for you are a stiff-necked people."
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Exodus 33:15-16  (ESV)

15 And he said to Him, "If Your presence 

will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 

16 For how shall it be known that 

I have found favor in Your sight, I and your people? 

Is it not in Your going with us, 

so that we are distinct, I and Your people, 

from every other people on the face of the earth?" 
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Jeremiah 1:4-5 (ESV) 

4 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,     

and before you were born I consecrated you;               

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

Exodus 33:17  (ESV)

And the LORD said to Moses, “This very 

thing that you have spoken I will do, for 

you have found favor in My sight, and        

I know you by name.”
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John 10:27-30 (ESV) 
27 My sheep hear My voice, and               
I know them, and they follow Me. 
28 I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish, and no one will snatch  
them out of My hand. 
29 My Father, who has given them to Me, 
is greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 
30 I and the Father are one.”
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Jehovah-Rohi –
The LORD is our 
Shepherd 
The Names of God
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YHWH

27

• In the original Hebrew, God’s name transliterates to YHWH 

• This is known as the tetragrammaton (meaning “four letters”) 

consisting of four Hebrew letters: yodh, he, waw, he.

• Some versions of the Bible translate the tetragrammaton as 

“Yahweh” or “Jehovah”; most translate it as “LORD” (all capital). 

• “Yahweh” is how God described Himself in Exodus 3:14,      

“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM”. This is what you are to 

say to the Israelites: “I AM has sent me to you.”
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El Shaddai 
Psalm 91:1-2 (NIV) 

1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High will rest in the shadow of the 

Almighty.

2 I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge 

and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust."

28
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El Elohim 
God “Creator, Mighty and Strong” 

29

Genesis 1:1-3 (ESV) 

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth. 

2 The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep.  

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

face of the waters. 

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and 

there was light. 
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El Roi
The God who sees 

Genesis 16:13 (ESV) 
13 So she called the name of the LORD who 

spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for 

she said, “Truly here I have seen Him who 

looks after me.” 

30
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Matthew 10 : 29-31
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?   

And not one of them will fall to the ground 

apart from your Father. 

30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 

31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value 

than many sparrows.  

El Roi
The God who sees 
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Jehovah M’Kaddesh 
The LORD who Sanctifies 

32

1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NIV) 

23 May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 

through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.

.



Click to edit Master title style

33

Jehovah M’Kaddesh 
The LORD who Sanctifies 

33

Exodus 31:12-13 (NIV) 

12  Then the LORD said to Moses, 

13 "Say to the Israelites, 'You must observe My 

Sabbaths. This will be a sign between Me and you 

for the generations to come, so you may know that I 

am the LORD, who makes you holy.
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Jehovah Tsidkenu

Jeremiah 33:15-16 (NIV) 

15 " ' In those days and at that t ime I wi l l  
make a r ighteous Branch sprout from 
David's l ine; He wil l  do what is just and 
r ight in the land. 

16 In those days Judah wil l  be saved 
and Jerusalem wil l  l ive in safety.      
This is the name by which i t  wi l l  be 
cal led: The LORD Our Righteousness.'

34

The LORD is our Righteousness
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Jehovah Tsidkenu

Romans 5:17 (NIV) 

17 For i f ,  by the trespass of the one man, 
death reigned through that one man,   
how much more wi l l  those who receive 
God's abundant provision of grace and of 
the gift of righteousness reign in l i fe 
through the one man, Jesus Christ

35

The LORD is our Righteousness
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Jehovah-Rohi –
The LORD is our 
Shepherd 
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God does what it takes to get our attention. 

How far do you want God to go to get yours?

Don't answer too quickly. 

What if God moved you to another land? 

(As He did Abraham.) 

What if He called you out of retirement? 

(Remember Moses?) 

How about the voice of an angel 

or the bowel of a fish (Gideon and Jonah.) 

God does what it takes to get our attention. 

That's the message of this book: 

the relentless pursuit of God.
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The Cowboy

The Shepherd
&



Click to edit Master title style

3939

The Cowboy

Behold a hero of the west: the cowboy….

A thousand head of cattle pass behind him. 

A thousand miles of trail lie before him. 

A thousand women would love to hold him. 

But none do. None will. He lives to drive 

cattle, and he drives cattle to live. 

He is honest in poker and quick with a gun. 

Hard riding. Slow talking. 

His best friend is his horse, 

and his strength is his grit.

He needs no one. He is a cowboy. 

The American hero.
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The Shepherd

Behold a hero in the Bible: the shepherd.

On the surface he appears similar to the 

cowboy. He, too, is rugged. He sleeps 

where the jackals howl and works where 

the wolves prowl. 

Never off duty.  Always alert. 

Like the cowboy, he makes his roof the 

stars and the pasture his home.

But that is where the similarities end.
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The shepherd loves his sheep. 

It's not that the cowboy doesn't 

appreciate the cow; it's just that he 

doesn't know the animal. 

He doesn't even want to. 

Have you ever seen a picture of a 

cowboy caressing a cow? Have you 

ever seen a shepherd caring for a 

sheep? 

Why the difference?

Differences between 

the Shepherd & the Cowboy
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Simple. 

The cowboy leads the cow to slaughter. 

The shepherd leads the sheep to be shorn. 

The cowboy wants the meat of the cow. 

The shepherd wants the wool of the sheep. 

And so they treat the animals differently.

The cowboy drives the cattle. The shepherd leads the sheep.

A herd has a dozen cowboys. A flock has one shepherd.

Differences between 

the Shepherd & the Cowboy
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The cowboy wrestles, brands, herds, and ropes. 

The shepherd leads, guides, feeds, and anoints.

The cowboy knows the name of the trail hands. 

The shepherd knows the name of the sheep.

The cowboy whoops and hollers at the cows. 

The shepherd calls each sheep by name.

Differences between 

the Shepherd & the Cowboy
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The Good Shepherd
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The Good Shepherd
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So do we. We, too, tend to be swept away by waters 
we should have avoided. 
We have no defense against the evil lion who prowls about 
seeking who he might devour. We, too, get lost. 
"We all have wandered away like sheep; 
each of us has gone his own way" (Isa. 53:6).
We need a shepherd. 
We don't need a cowboy to herd us; 
we need a shepherd to care for us and to guide us.
He's not a cowboy, and we aren't cattle. 
He doesn't brand us, and we're not on the way to the market. 
He guides, feeds, and anoints. 
And Word has it that he won't quit until we reach the homeland.

The Good Shepherd
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John 10:11-18 (ESV) 
11 I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 
12 He who is a hired hand and not a 
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees, and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. 
13 He flees because he is a hired hand and 
cares nothing for the sheep. 
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John 10:11-18 (ESV) 
14 I am the good shepherd. I know My own 
and My own know Me, 
15 just as the Father knows Me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 
16  And I have other sheep that are not of this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to My voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 



Click to edit Master title style

49

Psalm 23:1-6 (ESV) 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters. 
3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths 

of righteousness for His name’s sake. 
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Psalm 23:1-6 (ESV) 
4 Even though I walk 

through the valley 

of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, 

for You are with me; 

Your rod and Your staff, 

they comfort me. 
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Psalm 23:1-6 (ESV) 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are 

with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house 

of the LORD forever. 



52

Come to the Good Shepherd


