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1-May 19

• Jeremiah -- LONGEST book in the Bible by 
word count (33,002 words)

• May 1 (Labour Day) to July 4 (US 
Independence Day) --- (Habakkuk)

• Obadiah – SHORTEST book in OT (440 words)

• Lamentations – the SADDEST book

4-Jul 19



SSMC





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrmTw0WroQ8

Babylonian Conquest and Destruction of the First Temple



Book of Lamentations
• Major Prophetic Book (#3)

• Author – Jeremiah

• Written soon after the Fall of 
Jerusalem to Babylon, late 586 BC 
or early 585 BC

• Jeremiah Grotto
• North side of 

Jerusalem

• Next to Garden 
Tomb

SSMC



Lament / Lamentation

• a passionate expression of grief or sorrow

• A song, poem, or other piece of writing 
that expresses sadness about 
someone's death (funeral dirge)

• a complaint

Special Prayer Language

• Gives voice to processing the pain of life

• How to pray in the midst of suffering



Facts about Book of Lamentations

1. 5 poems – sad lament / funeral dirges on the destruction 
of Jerusalem:
• #1, #2, #3 & #4 – Acrostics, each verse start with one 

Hebrew alphabet, in order
• 22 Hebrew alphabets

• #1, #2 – 3 lines for each alphabet == 22 verses
• #3 – 3 verses for each alphabet == 66 verses
• #4 – 2 lines for each alphabet == 22 verses
• #5 – not acrostic, but still 22 verses, 2 lines for each 

alphabet



Facts about Book of Lamentations

David Pawson’s Acrostics of Lamentations

Awful is the sight of the ruined city

Blood flows down the streets

Catastrophes has come to my people

Dreadful is their fate

Every house is being destroyed

Families are broken forever

God promised He would do this

Holy is His name

I am worn out with weeping



Facts about Book of Lamentations

David Pawson’s Acrostics of Lamentations

Just bro-

Ken in spirit

Let me die like the others

My life has no meaning

Never again will I laugh

Or dance for joy

Please comfort me Lord

Quiet my spirit

Remind me of Your future plans



Facts about Book of Lamentations

David Pawson’s Acrostics of Lamentations

Save Your people from despair

Tell them You still love them

Understand their feelings

Vent Your anger on their destroyers

X-terminate our enemies

We will again exalt

Your name

Zealous for Your reputation



Facts about Book of Lamentations

2. The Focus of the 5 Poems: 

• The Destruction of Jerusalem

• The Anger of God

• The Prayer for Mercy

• The Siege of Jerusalem

• The Prayer for Restoration



Facts about Book of Lamentations

3. No mention of Babylon in the book of Lamentations. 

• Babylon – mentioned > 150 times from Jer 20:4 to 52:34 

• Conclusion – the Lord is the One who dealt with Judah’s sin

• Sin is serious & God is holy
• God’s anger – BOTH inward & outward
• Human rebellion reaches a “red line”
• God’s judgement will come

Pot of simmering milk  



Facts about Book of Lamentations
4. Lamentations is read in the synagogue once a year, 

on the 9th of Av (Tisha B’av – around July / August) 

Herod’s Temple (2nd Temple) was destroyed in AD70 

by the Romans on the same day, 9th of Av.

Aug 10-11, 2019



Lamentations 3:22-23

SSMC



(NIV)



Through the LORD’s mercies 

we are not consumed. 

Because His compassions fail not. 

They are new every morning; 

Great is Your faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:22-23 (NKJV)

SSMC



The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;

His mercies never come to an end; 

They are new every morning;

Great is Your faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV / RSV)



Steadfast Love
• “Hesed” in Hebrew
• God’s lovingkindness

• Covenantal / loyal / persistent / unconditional 

Mercies
• Grace – Receive what we do not deserve
• Mercy – Not receive what we deserve



1. “Never” 

• At no time in the past or future; not ever.

• Certainty

NIV – never fails

NJKV – fails not

ESV / RSV – never ceases 



2. “New every morning”

• Fresh supply each new day

• Manna (Exodus 16)

Today's mercies do not include strength 
for tomorrow; they include faith that 
tomorrow's unseen mercies will be 
sufficient for tomorrow.      (John Piper)



3. “Great is your faithfulness”

• God keeps His word

• God’s standard never changes

• Obedience brings blessings

• Disobedience (sin) brings punishment 

• Warning  no repentance  punishment

• Repentance  Restoration

• Reliable, trustworthy

• Unchanging / steadfast / true to one’s word



How did Jeremiah arrive at this HOPE amidst GLOOM? 

1. He remembered (Lam 3:19)

• ...my soul is downcast within me (Lam 3:20) 

2. He called to mind (Lam 3:21a)

• … therefore I have hope (Lam 3:21b)

Intentional, purpose-directed effort to take eyes off the 
problem and focus on God’s faithfulness and His promises.

3. He waited (Lam 3:24)



Susan Shelley’s son was born at 8:20 pm November 22, 1991 
(just before Thanksgiving), and died at 8:22 pm — two 
minutes later. The nurse asked, “Do you have a name for the 
baby?” And Susan said, “Toby. It’s short for a biblical name, 
Tobaiah, which means, ‘God is good.’”

And when her husband 
Marshall told the story at a 
Wheaton College Alumni 
meeting, he summed up his 
talk, “Life is hard, and God is 
good.” 

That’s Lamentations.



Thomas O. Chisholm



Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

God’s faithfulness 
revealed 
in His Word

God’s faithfulness 
revealed 
in Creation

God’s faithfulness 
revealed 
in our lives



Great is Thy faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness

Morning by morning new mercies I see

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me

“My income has not been large at any time due to impaired health in the 
earlier years which has followed me on until now. Although I must not fail 
to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God and that 
He has given me many wonderful displays of His providing care, for which I 
am filled with astonishing gratefulness.” (Thomas O. Chisholm)



Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be

Great is Thy faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness

Morning by morning new mercies I see

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me



Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Great is Thy faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness

Morning by morning new mercies I see

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me



Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Great is Thy faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness

Morning by morning new mercies I see

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me



Conclusion:

1. It’s OK to lament

2. God’s steadfast love & mercies is certain

3. God’s mercy is new every morning

4. God is faithful


